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Olaf black population
alienates most whites
To the Editors:
St. Olaf's almost non-existent
black population seems to go to all
ends to leave misinformed whites
misinformed. As they slink into
their black sanctuary on the north
side of Ytterboe, they alienate all
but a few well-chosen whites.
This center supposedly fulfills
all the needs of the blacks to es
cape the heavy Norwegian atmos
phere which is so prevalent on
this campus. Not everyone is Nor
wegian, however, and not all bask

Political positions
must be personal

Better Red than Ph. Ed.
Last year St. Olaf College ran up a
deficit for the first time in several years.
Such an experience is bound to be a trau
matic one for adminstrators, especially
when the situation does not seem likely
to right itself easily. It is indeed under
standable, then,
that administrators
should look for places to cut down ex
penditures.
Judging from recent "tentative" ad
ministrative action, reported elsewhere
in this issue, one of the first expenditures
to go is "high cost courses." A "high
cost course" is defined as a course for
which less than ten students are registered.
The standard argument is that these
courses are much too expensive in terms
of per-pupil cost to warrant their con
tinued presence in the curriculum.
While the financial criterion is indeed
an important one and not to be overlooked,
it is unfortunate that it seems the only
criterion applied to such decisions. In
a liberal arts college, especially one like
St. Olaf, where traditional views of the
liberal arts dominate debate on the con

struction of a curriculum, it seems that
some other criterion should also be em
ployed. That criterion should be an at
tempt to order course priorities in terms
of the goals of a liberal arts education.
Courses that do not meet the traditional
concepts of liberal arts courses ought
to be the first to be eliminated, regardless
of the per-pupil cost. Those departments
and courses that most easily fit into the
liberal arts mold ought to be among the
last to be eliminated, again regardless
of the per-pupil cost.
If a liberal arts educational institution
is to let its curriculum decisions be dic
tated purely by matters of economics,
then it will teach only what proves eco
nomically profitable. It will teach only
those things which students express an
interest in, and it will not seek to expand
the interests of its students. Such an
attitude can easily reduce liberal arts
colleges to the level of state universities,
thus depriving the college of its distinctive
curriculum.

Ontological speculation to terminate
with Mess mystery safecracking
by Dave Berg

The legend on its massive door
reads HALL'S SAFE AND LOCK
CO. — Cincinnati & Minneapolis.
A tranquil pastoral scene above the
lettering is now cracked and faded.
The combination knob is smashed
and battered — the result of some
determined effort of the past to bring
its contents to light.
It has resided in the basement of
Steensland Hall for as long as any
one can remember. Sitting as it
has directly outside the door to the
Messenger office,
through
the
years it has become known as the

"Messenger safe."
Undoubtedly the safe has an ori
gin of sorts, but whate're it is be
unknown to all concerned (the
Mess staff). Its contents are open
to speculation — could it contain
early school documents? Student
body records? Student bodies? The
shaving kit of a founding father?
The liberal spirit of St. Olaf Col
lege?

The deed will be performed by
Jon Nordby with an assist from an
acetylene torch borrowed from the
art department for this purpose.
The opening is tentatively sched
uled for tomorrow night, Novem
ber 18, at 7:00 p.m. in the Steens
land Hall basement. The public is

At last the truth will be known.
In observation of the signing of the
Hay-Pauncefote Treaty with Great
Britain on this date in 1901
a
"grand opening" has been planned.
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To the Editors:
1 was sorry to see the prominent
display in the Messenger of the
Moratorium committee call for a
boycott of classes November 13
and 14. The superficial thinking
which produces a document so
filled with assumptions and in
nuendoes reflects little credit upon
St. Olaf students' ability to dis
criminate and evaluate.
1 have high regard for the intel
lectual acumen of St. Olaf stu
dents. I trust that they will recog
nize that interrupting the academ
ic program is irrelevant to stopping
a war and will rather get on with their
classwork for which they make a
large financial investment and
which in the long run is their best
preparation for solving the problems
of the world.
They will also, I think, see that
a stand on moral or political issues
(this is both) is a matter of person
al, not corporate, commitment, and
that baiting the President and oth
ers in collegiate authority ranks in
sophistication along with being
"adult" enough to be able to say
"hell" and "damn" in a chapel
talk, or similar adolescent outbursts.
Let's get over this preoccupation
with making the campus a battle
ground and concentrate on a good
job of education.
Allen L. Hanson

Mess editorship
Application forms for- (1m, edi
torship of the Manitou Messeng
er are available in the student,
body office. The editorship is i
salaried position whose term
extends from February through
the following January.
Any St. Olaf College student
may apply by submitting the
completed application form to
Gary Harke, chairman of the
board of student publications
by noon, Monday, November
24, 1969.
li. iif -recommended that in
formal inquiries be, "directed
to Mr. Ron Lee, Messenger
Iflvisor, or to the current Messen
ger jeditors prior to submittipg
the formal application.

in the holy atmosphere of this Nor
wegian convent!
But then the huge Ole grapevine
has heard little of the blacks' alien
ating powers in their "much need
ed center!" On the contrary, the
black students' center spends a
lot of time with darkened windows.
Concerned whites (there are a
few, though you may snicker) have
heard nothing from last year about
the hope for more black students,
nor about the "proposed" goal of
the black center to aid whites in
black culture. There also has been
no progress on plans for more aca
demic classes related to black cul
ture and nothing this year in the
way of Free University courses in
this area.
Is instant race information still
supposed to be gathered from a
book of Malcolm X, a picture of
Martin Luther King, and a Temp
tations record?
Name withheld by request

In case you have been wondering,
yes, this is the Messenger. It is
also the 'Ionian, otherwise known
as the Carletonian. It is also what
is known as the Joint Issue, as
alert readers will have noticed.
Ambitious and visionary editors
see this sort of thing in a prophet
ic manner, raising the spectre of a
student-owned and student-publish
ed community newspaper covering
both the Carleton and St.
Olaf
campuses, as well as the Northfield area. It's not a bad idea....
As you have probably noticed, the
Messenger has become afflicted
with irregularity (and please don't
write us a letter recommending
your favorite laxative).
Today
isn't a Friday, and the next time
you see a Messenger it won't be
a Friday again. It will instead be
a Tuesday, like November the 25th.
Granted, it is two days before
Thanksgiving, but we're sure you'll
wait around to get your latest copy.
The editors would like to ask
those out-of-touch staff members
to please observe changing dead
lines. The best thing to do is to
get stories in as soon as possible.
The last minute, a favorite time of
all our reporters, comes at differ
ent times, sometimes
From the "guaranteed to produce
no results" department: If
you
covet the honor and glory and fame
and all that of being a Messenger
editor, pay close attention to the
announcement that appears some
where in these pages. Experience
in journalism at St. Olaf is not a
strong requirement; one learns
fast.
Also, if you can see yourself on
the staff next semester, talk to one
of the current editors. They'll see
you find a niche.

For your information...

What's in this thing? Listed
as official Manitou Mess
enger property in the busi
ness inventory, the editors
have taken steps to find

out,

urged to attend.
Of course, there is always
the
possibility that someone in author
ity will decide that the safe is
a
valuable antique (which is rather
unlikely) or that it is an indis
pensable bit of early Olafian mem
orabilia (which is highly unlikely).
Should this come to pass, the torch
will be used to open up the Manitos Messenger coffee pot — cur
rently an ash tray — and all those
in attendance will be invited to
join in choruses of "Fram Fram"
and "Revolution No. 9" backwards.

Quie acknowledges mail
President Rand has received a letter from Congressman Albert H. Quie ac
knowledging "quite an avalanche" of mail he received from St. Olaf students
concerning Vietnam. In the letter Quie states: "The ope thing I am certain
of is that every American is opposed to war and the Vietnam war in particul
ar. I believe we ought to remove our combat troops just as soon as possible
and I have introduced a resolution in Congress to this effect."
art exhibit
If you haven't already, you might want to take in the "St. Olaf College 95th
Art Exhibition," currently running until December 19. It consists of "Histor
ic Photographs" — a quite interesting collection of photos hanging in the cen
ter — and "Victorian Interiors" — a somewhat interesting exhibit of furniture
and whatnot in Flaten Gallery.
"Women's World" presented
AWS is sponsoring a series of presentations concerning subjects of inter
est to women. They will be held every two or three weeks and some of them
will be open to men. The first such talk will be given by Miss Leith Shackel,
Carleton Director of Career Counceling and Placement. She will speak on
careers for women, discrimination against women in certain areas, families
and careers, etc. The presentation is scheduled for this Friday night, Novem
ber 20, at 9:00 in Hoyme Lounge.
Weekly Gathering appearance
The Weekly Gathering, a "jazz-folk-rock" group founded by St. Olaf students
will share the bill in concert with the Association. The show will be Friday,
November 20, at St. Thomas College in St. Paul. Two performances are sched
uled for 7:00 and 10:00 p.m. Tickets come at various prices and are available
in the St. Olaf Center. Four St. Olaf students are still with the six-man Gath
ering.

